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7t SUNDAY OF EASTER - YEAR A

Sunday 17" May: 7" SUNDAY OF EASTER - YEAR A.
Masses at 8.30am and 11.00am.

Monday 18" May: Monday of the 7" Week of Easter, or,
St John, Pope & Martyr, optional memorial. No Mass
today.

Tuesday 19" May: Dedication of the Cathedral of St
John, Portsmouth, feast. Mass at 10.00am.

Wednesday 20" May: Wednesday of the 7" Week of
Easter, or, St Bernadine of Siena, religious, optional
memorial. Mass at 10.00am.

Thursday 21%* May: Thursday of the 7t Week of Easter,
or, St Christopher Magallanes & Companions, priests &
martyrs, optional memorial. Mass at 10.00am.

Friday 22" May: Friday of the 7*" Week of Easter, or, St
Rita of Cascia, religious, optional memorial. Mass at
10.00am.

Saturday 23" May: Saturday of the 7*" Week of Easter.
Mass at 10.00am followed by Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament and Confessions.

Mass Intentions:

Sunday 17" May: 8.30am for Elizabeth Rylands RIP
(Deidre McNair Wilson’s Intention)

11am for Alan Hobbs RIP (Parish Choir’s Intention).
Tuesday 19" May: 10.00am for Pam Thompson RIP (Anne
Thompson’s intention).

Please Pray for the Sick and Housebound of the Parish:
Chris Turner, Carol Bartlam, Graham Attridge, Angela
Jordan, Elizabeth Skelton, Jonathan Sheridan, Deanna
Knight, Eric and Beryl Thompson, Lesley Smith, Larry
Bretz, Yvonne Bradley, Pat and Ron Bird, Theresa Cassidy,
Joshua David, Marie O’Sullivan, Liliana Ramalingam, Terry
Hamill, Rita Zollo. Additions - please inform Fr Michael.

Collections: 10" May 2026: Plate collection £590.84;
Poor Box £10.38; Candles £51.38; Repository £11.20.
Pilgrimage Group donation £203. Thank you for your
generosity.

Sunday 17" May: 7' SUNDAY OF EASTER (A) ‘World
Communications Day’. This last Sunday of Easter offers

usa prayerful pause between the great feasts of
Ascension and Pentecost. There is a spirit of anticipation
and encouragement throughout the liturgy. Jesus prays
to the Father for himself, his disciples, and all believers.
The annual Second Collection for the Catholic
Communications Network is taken at Masses today. It
will support the work of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference
of England and Wales, its websites, publications and
social media channels. The Bishops’ Conference works
hard to foster positive relationships with media outlets to
communicate the Good News of the Gospel. For more
information, and to read Pope Leo’s message for this
World Communications Day 2026, please go
to: cbcew.org.uk/wed/

Donations can be made by scanning the QR code on
church posters today, or via the ‘Give as you Live page’:
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/campaign/catholic-
communications-network-second-collection

11am Mass: Our First Holy Communion candidates will
participate in this Mass today.

Open Church: If you would like to volunteer to oversee
the opening of the church on Wednesdays between

12.30-2pm, please speak to Fr Michael.

Wednesday 20" May: Year 4 join us for 10.00am Mass.

Thursday 21% May: Year 6 children join us for 10.00am
Mass today.

10.30am - Grand/Mothers’ Prayers every Thursday at
Newbury Grove Care Home, 370 London Rd, Newbury
RG14 2QH. For more information, speak with Fr Michael
or Elizabeth Matias after Mass.

11.00am-2pm Free NHS Health Checks for those aged
30-74 years available in St Joseph’s Parish Hall offered by
‘Solutions for Health’ i.e. checks for blood pressure,
diabetes, heart and kidney disease etc. and personalised
lifestyle advice offered. Referrals to your GP if required.

Saturday 23 May: 10.00am-1pm ‘The Gifts and Fruits
of Love’, mini on-line (Zoom) retreat about the Holy Spirit
empowers us. Includes Mass, Adoration, Praise,
Prophecy, Prayer for the gifts of the Holy Spirit and talk
from guest speaker Dr. Maria Heath, Director of Mission
Northampton. Register joining in advance at this link:




https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/48kbB0i3S
zy9mHowQ6kweQit/registration

Sunday 24" May: PENTECOST SUNDAY. The Music Group
will play at 11.00am Mass today.

SAVE THE DATE: Saturday 6 June: Family Quiz Night at
St Francis de Sales. Proceeds to Justice and Peace
charities. For details, please contact Trisha Craig
(trishacraig@hotmail.com)

Sunday 7" June COINS 30 Birthday Celebration
(Christian Outreach in Newbury Schools).4:30pm-6:00pm
at St Mary's Church, Shaw. All are welcome for worship,
celebration, cake and COINS creative activities.

Saturday 13 June: ‘The People’s Emergency Briefing
Documentary’ (45 mins), at 2.00pm in the Waterside
Community Centre, Newbury - MP Lee Dillon will be
present. The film focuses on the threats to life in Britain
from ongoing damage to nature and to our climate, and
features footage from last November’s National
Emergency Briefing, bringing together leading UK experts
in climate science, food security, health, economics,
national security and nature. Many well-known faces
feature in a non-partisan initiative supported by
organisations including the Church of England, National
Trust, WWF, the Royal Meteorological Society. A
discussion period will follow. Free tickets at
https://www.natureandclimatenetwork.co.uk

ARE_YOU CELEBRATING A SIGNIFICANT WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY? Are you celebrating a 25th, 30th, 40th,
50th, 60th or anniversary over 60 years? If so, Bishop
Philip would like to invite you to a Mass of celebration.
This will take place at St Bede’s Church in Basingstoke on
Saturday 20* June at 11am, followed by a buffet lunch.
It is a wonderful occasion to celebrate and witness to
Marriage. Please contact the parish office if you would
like to attend, and we will send you a form to complete
and return to Kirsten McGuire, in the Bishop’s Office.

MAY — Mary’s Month: May is known as “Mary’s Month,”
a month of the year when devotions are made in honour
of the Blessed Mother. In 1945, Pope Pius XlII solidified
May as a Marian month when he established the feast of
the Queenship of Mary on 315 May. After Vatican Il, this
feast was moved to 22" August, but 31 May became
instead the Feast of the Visitation of Mary. This May, let
us frequently call on the help of Mary’s prayers,
especially by attending Mass and by reciting the Rosary.

Ascension to Pentecost: During this period, you are
encouraged to say this prayer daily to request the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost:
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and
enkindle in them the fire of your love. Send forth your
Spirit and they shall be created, and You shall renew the
face of the earth. O God, who by the light of the Holy

Spirit, did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that by
the gifts of the same Spirit, they may be truly wise and
ever rejoice in His consolations. Through Christ Our Lord.
Amen.

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Turin and Assisi, 20*"-26" July
2026. Learn about the lives of our two newest saints - St
Carlo Acutis and St Pier Giorgio Frassati. Led by Bishop
Philip. Flights - Outbound: London Gatwick to Turin;
Return: Perugia to Heathrow; accommodation in central
Turin and central Assisi; Breakfast and dinner; Local
transfers in and around Turin and Assisi; Long distance
coach day with stops along route; Visit Marian shrine in
Oropa; Visit Royal Palace in Turin - site of The Shroud;
Visit tomb of St Carlo Acutis. Prices 6 nights: £1,695 (per
person sharing); £250 (single supplement). Deposit when
booking to secure place: £600 per person. To book, please
contact Canon P.J. Smith directly to his email
fatherpj@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

300 Draw for May. 1%t (£100) Vincent Butler; 2" (£50)
Terry Hammill; 3™ (£25) Philip Hobbs. Congratulations!

What is Gift Aid? Gift Aid is a simple way to boost your
donation. If you're a UK taxpayer, we can claim an extra
25p from the government for every £1 you give. So, a £10
donation becomes £12.50 - without you paying a penny
more. You can Gift Aid donations to as many charities as
you like, if you've paid enough tax to cover it. If you don't
already Gift Aid your donation and would like to sign up,
just fill in our quick Gift Aid declaration form. Available on
request.

From West Berkshire Foodbank: Donated items can be
left in the plastic boxes at the back of church at any time,
and they will be collected periodically by the Foodbank.
Your great generosity is appreciated for those in need.

St Joseph’s Hall: Interested in hiring St Joseph’s Hall for
an occasion or a class? Please contact the parish office to
enquire about availability, and to book. A provisional cost
of £25 per hour has been set at present, subject to
confirming the new heating and utility costs following the
hall’s major refurbishment. Office Tel: 01635 40167; E-
mail office@stjosephsnewbury.org.uk

Contactless Donations: Please use your debit/credit card
or smart phone/device to donate your chosen amount on
our digital collection pads for Sunday collections. Gift Aid
details need only be entered once and will be retained for
future donations.

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter by
email each week, please contact the parish office.

AND A FINAL THOUGHT: “You know you're getting old
when you stoop to tie your shoelaces and wonder what
else you could do while you’re down there.” George
Burns
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